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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 



Members — Corrections. — The following names of members 
are reprinted to correct errors in the general list published in 
January last : 

Allen, E. W., Savannah, Ga. 
Boisseau, Sterling, Petersburg, Va. 
Boyle, Mrs. P. A., Davenport, Iowa. 
Budlong, Mrs. M. J., New York, N. Y. 
Daspit, Mrs. Harry, New Orleans, La. 
Knabe, William, New York, N. Y. 
Low, Joseph T., New York, N. Y. 
Mastin, Mrs. George R., Lexington, Ky. 
Mohler, Miss Edith M., St. Albans, W. Va. 
Morehart, Miss Lillian B., Mankato, Minn. 
Parrish, Robert L., Covington, Va. 
Ramsay, Mrs. Clarise Sears, Westover, Va. 
Robinson, P. M., Clarksburg, W. Va. 
Smith, W. D. G., Castleton, Vt. 
Wysor, Harry R., Muncie, Indiana. 



Errata — The following corrections should be made in the 
current volume of the Magazine: p. 65, 1. 21, for "Netumpkin," 
read "Metumpkin"; p. 86, 1. 13 of note, for "1652," read 
"1682"; p. 87, 1. 15, after "Northampton," add "and "; p. 88, 
1. 11 of note, for "Seame," read "Seamer"; p. 91, 1. 16 from 
bottom, for " Bealy," read "Beale"; p. 156, 1. 4 of note, for 
"justice," read "account." 



Pentecost. — Wanted, the parentage of Richard Pentecost, 
born in 1775. His descendants lived in Campbell county, Va. 

Mrs. Emma E. H. Croasdaile, Canton, Ohio. 
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Members of the House of Burgesses. 

(From the Journals.) 

Session Begun Oct. 23, if 10. 

York — Thomas Ballard, William Barbar. 

Middlesex — John Robinson, Christopher Robinson. 

Prince George — John Hardiman, Robert Boiling. 

Westmoreland — George Eskridge, WiHoughby Allerton. 

Gloucester — Peter Beverley, Ambrose Dudley. 

Warwick — William Harwood, William Cary. 

Surry — William Gray, John Simons. 

Stafford — George Mason, John Waugh. 

Accomac — Hancock Custis, Richard Drummond. 

Princess Anne — Maxamilian Boush, Henry Spratt. 

King and Queen — William Bird, John Holloway. 

Richmond — John Tayloe, William Robinson. 

Isle of Wight — Arthur Smith, Joseph Godwin. 

Elizabeth City — Nicholas Curie, William Armistead. 

Charles City — Littlebury Epes, Samuel Harwood. 

Nansemond — Thomas Godwin, Francis Milner. 

Henrico — John Boiling, Willam Randolph. 

King William — John Waller, Henry Fox. 

James City — Thomas Cowles, Henry Soane. 

Norfolk — James Wilson, George Newton. 

Northampton — Benjamin Nottingham, Charles Floyd. 

(Nathaniel Burwell was also a member for Gloucester, no doubt 
filling a vacancy; Nicholas Merriwether for New Kent; James 
Boughan and John Hawkins for Essex; "Mr. Ball," probably 
Wm. Ball, of Lancaster; and "Mr. Neale," no doubt Christo- 
pher Neale, of Northumberland, and "Mr. Presley," no doubt 
Peter Presley, of Northumberland. ) 



Session Begun May 21, 1730. 

There is no complete list, but the following names appear in 
the Journal as members: "Mr. Attorney" (John Clayton), 
John Boiling [Henrico], Meriwether, Conway, Lee, Braxton, 
Randolph, Kemp. Burges, Buckner, Eskridge, Robt. Boiling 
[Prince George], Blair, Buckner (another ?), John Fleming and 
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Dudley Digges, for Goochland; George Nicholas, for the Col- 
lege; Harrison, Fitzhugh, Thornton, Lawrence Smith, Robert 
Armistead, Hollier, Egglestone, Eaton, William Harwood, 
Whitehead, Carr, Ravenscroft, Tayloe, Strother, Grymes, Nich- 
olas Smith, Crawford (was he a Burgess or clerk to a commit- 
tee ?), Robinson, Henry Willis, Mead, Henry Armistead, Squire, 
Stith (Henry Armistead, Mead and Stith may be committee 
clerks); Godwin, Lear, Samuel Harwood, Dangerfield, Francis 
Willis, Roscow. 



Emigrants to Caroline County, Va. 

The following persons proved upon oath before the Caroline 
County Court that they had come into the Colony of Virginia 
from Great Britain in the years named, and had not previously 
claimed the fifty acres of land allowed them by the law of the 
colony for the same : 



At the April Court, 1744 — 




Thomas Wild, Gent., 


in 1732, 


John Miller 


" 1742, 


Charles Stuart 


" 1742, 


Robt. Gilcrease 


" *739, 


John Ray 


*' 1738, 


Alex. Marr 


" 1740, 


John Howie 


" I740, 


Arch. Richie 


" 1740. 


At the January Court, 1755- 




Thos. Rogers, Gent, 


. « 1752, 


Wm. Conn, Gent., 


" 1733. 


Robert Robertson 


" 1727, 


Wm. Holmes 


" 1754, 


Peter Copeland 


" 1743, 


John Spaulding 


" i74i, 


John Mitchell 


" *744» 


Jos. Sterling 


" 1740, 


Thos. Berry 


" 1715. 


Joshua King 


" i7», 


Elizth. King 


" 1715, 
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Benj. Whitehead in 1725, 
Daniel Lefre " 1734, 

Harbert Price " 1732. 

The land rights of the above were are assigned to James Tay- 
lor, Gent. 

At the August Court, 1755 — 

Richard Cory in 1715, 

Mary Ann Cory " 1734. 

Assigned to Francis Taylor, Gent. 

October Court, 1755 — 

John Lamper, Gent., in 1752, 
John Nehaling " 1734. 

J. L. Miller, M. D., Thomas, W. Va. 



The Mother of Governor Spots wood. 
Dear Sir : 

The Virginia Historical Society published some notes of 
mine on the career and &c. of Major-General Roger Eliot, (half- 
brother of Governor Alexander Spotswood,) in Vol. XIII. No. 1, 
you will notice that I have put the mother of General Eliot and 
Governor Spotswood as Catherine, daughter of Mercer. 

I must explain that there are two pedigrees in existence, the 
Eliot pedigree which gives the mother of General Eliot as Cath- 
erine, daughter of William Maxwell, Esq' re, and the Spotswood 

pedigree which gives her name as Catherine, daughter of 

Mercer. For certain reasons I unfortunately considered the 
name ' 'Mercer' ' as correct. 

I must now add some recent researches I have made. 

1. Ship's List of Passengers embarking at Tangier, 15 Oc- 
tober 1683 : 

(a). Geo. Messer. 
Kathr. Messer. 
Bethea Spotwood. 
Alexdr. Spotwood. 
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b. a second list states. 

Geo. Mercer. Scoolemaster. 
Katherne. Mercer. Scoolemaster' s wife. 
Betshia Spottswood. Scoolmaster's wife's servant. 
Alexander Spotswood. 

2. Depositions taken at Lismore, Co. Waterford Ireland, 1729, 
on behalf of Alexander Spotswood. These are most interesting 
and distinctly state that "Mrs Catherine Mercer" was the mother 
of Roger Eliot and Alexander Spotswood. 

From the above, I conclude that shortly before leaving Tan- 
gier, Mrs. Spotswood contracted a third marriage with George 
Mercer, Schoolmaster of that city. She died in December, 1709, 
at Tallow, Co. Waterford, Ireland, where she is probably buried. 

Unfortunately the tombstone erected by General Eliot is no 
longer in existence. The Ship's Lists from which I found some 
of the above information, are taken from a class of documents 
which have only recently been calendared; they give fuller in- 
formation, as a rule, than Ships' musters, and I frequently noticed 
the names of passengers bound for Virginia. 

Edith C. Eliot. 
Shenstone Lodge, Codrington Hill, Forest Hill, London, No- 
vember, 17, 1909. 



Bibb. — In looking over the list of "Native Virginians who be- 
came Governors of other States," — published in the Virginia 
Magazine, No. 1. Vol. XI, July, 1903, for the purpose of revis- 
ing it, I find Wm. W. Bibb, Govr. of Ala. 1817-20, and Thos. 
Bibb, Govr. of Ala. 1820-21, are both entered as having been 
born in Amelia County, Va. 

On Sept. 12, 1738, John Bibb obtained a tract of 800 acres of 
land in Amelia, on both sides of the South Fork of Buffalo 
river. 

On July 10th, 1745, he obtained 1200 acres adjoining above 
tract, and again on Aug. 10th, 1759, another parcel of 154 acres, 
altogether 2, 154 acres. 

These lands are all in Prince Edward, cut off from Amelia in 
1753- 
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On the first Land Books, 1782, we find listed in Prince Ed- 
ward, "Richard Bibb 600 acres." "Wm. Bibb 1,602 acres." 
James Bibb 448 acres." 

In the list of Conveyances of land in Prince Edward, from 
1782 to May 1783, we find: 

"Saml Baker's Estate to Wm. Bibb 391 acres." 1783 to 1784 
"James Wood to Wm. Bibb 107." "Wm. Bibb to John Scott 
391 acres." 

1784-5 Wm. Bibb to Richard Bibb 602 acres." 
1784-5 James Bibb to Benj. Haskins 448 acres." 

All of which proves the Bibbs were settlers on Buffalo as early 
as 1738, then Amelia 'till 1753, and thereafter Prince Edward 
County. If the two Governors, Bibb, were born prior to 1753 it 
was in Amelia, and in 1820 were nearly, or quite, seventy years 
of age ? Can you get their ages and thereby settle this question ? 

Sometime about 1872-3 some one stated that Gen. John Cof- 
fee was born in Amelia, and Abram Venable of the Farmville 
Journal replied that John Coffee was born on the Mill Fork of 
Vaughan's Creek, twelve or fifteen years after the formation of 
Prince Edward County. 

Richmond, Va. H. T. Owen. 



Burrell. — Deed Francis Burrell to Henry Randolph and 
John Willson, who are bound to Henrico County Court for said 
Burrell as administrator of Christopher Robinson, assigning all 
his goods, chattels, &c, according to an inventory taken this 
day by Mr. Thomas Bates, Mr. John Gillam, Mr. John Sturde- 
vant, and Mr. Bartholomew Chandler. Dated August 31, 1663. 
Witness : William Walthall, Bat. Chanler. 

[This refers to a Christopher Robinson, of Henrico. The 
original document bears a broken seal on which can be distin- 
guished a chevron. It is between three objects which cannot be 
made out.] 
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Pension Declaration of William McLaurine. 

(Conducted by P. E. Miller, Cumberland C. H., Va.) 

Declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress 
passed June 7, 1832. 

Powhatan County, State of Virginia, to-wit : 

On the 5th day of June, 1843, personally appeared in open 
court before the County Court of Powhatan County now sitting, 
William McLaurine, of said county and state, aged eighty one 
years who first being duly sworn according to law, doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit 
of the Act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832, entitled an act 
supplementary to the "Act for the relief of certain surviving 
Officers and Soldiers of the Revolution passed May, 1826." 

That he entered the service of the United States under the 
following named officers and served as in herein stated. 

That he entered the service as a Volunteer from the county of 
Powhatan in a Company of which Richard Crump was Captain, 
Vincent Markham 1st Lieutenant and one James Smith, a Baptist 
preacher, Ensign on the day of May. 

The State was invaded at that time he thinks by General 
Leslie. 

The Militia was assembled at Powhatan Courthouse and a 
proposition made to volunteer instead of being drafted and 
carried by acclamation. The Company crossed James River at 
Bermuda Hundred and Chickahominy at Coles Ferry and took 
the road to Williamsburg. Near that town they were met by 
General Charles Scott of the Virginia Line, who told them to 
halt that there was to be a battle between the Troops assembled 
there and that he would send orders for them to come up and 
see it. That he heard the firing which was terminated suddenly, 
one of the soldiers having left his steel ramrod in his musket 
which wounded the soldier opposite to him. The Regiment was 
under the command of Col. Robert Goode. After remaining a 
few days at Williamsburg, the whole body moved to York and 
after remaining there two or three days, kept on to Hampton. 
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The British Fleet was lying in sight, there was no battle or skir- 
mish but one night there was a false alarm and all the troops 
were under arms. This tour he thinks lasted about one month. 
The British fleet having disappeared, the Troops were marched 
back to Williamsburg and deposited their arms in the Magazine 
situated close to the Lunatic Hospital at that place. They re- 
ceived no written discharges. 

The second tour which he performed was as a private in the 
Militia Company of Capt. William Mayo of the County of Pow- 
hatan. This happened in the month of January, 1781, and the 
call for the Militia was occasioned by Arnold's invasion. The 
Company marched down on the south side of James River 
through Petersburg and went through the counties of Nan- 
semond, Isle of Wight, Southampton and Suffolk — remained 
some time at Suffolk. While there the declarant saw the Baron 
Steuben for the first time. John Archer, father of the honorable 
Wm. S. Archer, was with him and was (he believes) his aid. 

While at Hood's in the county of , the Company was sur- 
prised in the night by a small party of the enemy. Capt. Mayo 
tried in vain to make the Militia fight. They ran off and left 
him. They were so superior in numbers to the enemy that they 
could easily have captured the whole had they shown a little 
resolution. 

While at Jericho, in the County of Nansemond, he went one 
night to Hall's Mill with a detachment, the object of which he 
understood at the time was as follows : A detachment of horse 
was sent forward to skirmish with the piquets of the enemy in 
Norfolk. They were ordered to retreat in haste and draw the 
enemy on to Halls Mill dam, they were then to wheel and attack 
in front while the Militia took them in flank and rear. It was 
hoped that they might easily be taken. The Militia passed the 
night under arms. It was a dreadful night, thundering and 
lightening, though in the depths of winter and clearing off so 
piercingly cold that the ponds were covered with ice before 
morning. The enemy did not follow. The Militia suffered 
dreadfully, having to wade through thin ice all the way back 
home. All of them were knocked up, and declarent determined 
if called to serve again he go in the troop. Capt. Mayo was 
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taken sick and returned home, leaving the Company under the 
command of Lieutenant Hubbard. This tour lasted about eight 
weeks. The Infantry was always in motion and did much night 
duty. The Company was discharged very lew down in the 
state — he does not recollect the county. They took up a party 
of five or six British soldiers, plunderers, loaded with jewelry 
and other articles, and sent them to the main body at Cabin 
Point. In company with Seth Ligon of the same county with 
himself he met horses that had been sent for them at Blands Or- 
dinary. The Militia received no written discharge. 

The third tour of service he performed was as a volunteer pri- 
vate in a Corps of Cavalry of which Littlebury Mosby was Cap- 
tain, and he thinks Lieutenant. This was in March, 1781, 

on the occasion of Phillips' Invasion. The Troop marched from 
Powhatan to Petersburg and acted for some time in the neighbor- 
hood. It was much cut up in detachments — so much so that the 
declarent was for days under the command of a non-commis- 
sioned officer. On the day that Phillips entered Petersburg, 
the declarent had been sent to escort a person believed to be an 
Aid of the Baron Steuben to Cannons in Chesterfield. On re- 
turning he witnessed the action of Petersburg from Baker's Hill, 
but it was over too soon for him to take part in it. He saw the 
enemy march through Blandford to attack the Americans. The 
Americans retreated on the road to Chesterfield Courthouse. He 
slept that night in a lane in advance of the main body. They 
arrived the next day at the court house and converted that build- 
ing into a hospital for the wounded. The army retired shortly 
after to tbe coal pits, about twelve miles above Manchester, 
where the declarant received permission to go home for a fresh 
horse, the one he had being knocked up by hard service. He 
staid only one day at home, and found on returning that the 
army had crossed to the north side of James River. He found 
one Tapley Merrit, a non-commissioned officer, on the south 
side, who detained him to act with a small command to protect 
the county he thinks from stragglers. They afterwards went to 
Osborne's and crossed the river at Four Mile Creek, joining the 
company at the Malvern Hills. By this time La Fayette had 
the command. During the whole time of his stay at the Mai- 
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vern Hills he was engaged in reconnoitering at night. At one 
time he approached so near the British vessels lying at City- 
Point, he being at Shirley, that he could hear their conversation. 
On another occasion he escorted an Aid he believes of La Fay- 
ette across Randolph's Ferry. He supposes was on a reconnoi- 
tering expedition, for immediately after La Fayette crossed the 
river at Peyton Randolph's place (Wilton) marched in sight of 
Petersburg and cannonaded Phillips, who was lying sick in Mrs. 
Boiling's house on the Petersburg side, They recrossed the 
river at Westover and returned to Wilton. Thence to Rich- 
mond, where the Troop was discharged. No written discharges 
were given. This tour occupied about three months. The de- 
clarent has been informed that Governor Jefferson wrote to Gen- 
eral (at that time Captain) Mosby a letter highly complimentary 
upon the promptitude and services of his Command, which letter 
was read when he was appointed a General by the Legislature of 
the State in the year 1803. The Field Officer who commanded 
on this occasion was Colonel Richard Call, of the Continental 
Line. 

The fourth tour which he performed was as a private in a 
Militia Company, Wm. Poor, Captain. The duty guarding 
some prisoners, mostly seamen. The place was Powhatan Court 
House. He was engaged in this service about three weeks. 

This tour took place in the winter of the year ; the guard 

received no written discharge. He hereby relinquishes every 
claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency 
of any State. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

(Signed) Wm. McLaurine. 

We, Henry J. Brown, a clergyman raised in the neighbor- 
hood of Mr. McLaurine, but at present a resident of Missouri, 
and Isham Ball, residing in Powhatan, do hereby certify that we 
are well acquainted with the declarant, Wm. McLaurine, who 
has subscribed and sworn to the above declaration; that we be- 
lieve him to be eighty one years old. That he is represented 
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and believed to in his neighborhood a soldier of the Revolution, 
and that we concur in that opinion. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

(Signed) H. J. Brown, 
Isham Ball. 

And the said court do hereby declare their opinion after the 
investigation of the matter, and after putting the interrogatories 
prescribed by the War Department, that the above named appli- 
cant was a Revolutionary soldier, and served as he states ; and 
the court further certifies that it appears to them that Henry J. 
Brown, who signed the preceding certificate, is a clergyman 
raised in the neighborhood of the aforesaid Wm. McLaurine, 
and now a resident of the State of Missouri, and that Isham 
Ball, who has also signed the same, is a resident of this county 
and is a credible person, and that their statement is entitled to 
credit. And thereupon it is ordered by the court that the orig- 
inal declaration and certificate aforesaid be certified under the 
seal of the court to the Secretary of the Department of War of 
the United States. 



Gower, Baugh. 

Page 49 — Metcalfe's Visitation of Worcestershire, 1683. 

Gower of Droitwich. 

Arms: Azure a chevron between three wolves' or gowers' 
heads erased Or. 

No Abel Gower is named in this pedigree. The original Gower 
(Christian name not given) had two sons, (1) Thomas Gower, 
who had one son, Nicholas, whose only children were two 
daughters, so the name Gower ran out in that line ; (2) John 
Gower, of Wich, who was living in 1634, and he married Alice, 
daughter of Edward Barrett, of Wiche. Their son John Gower 
of Droitwich married Elizabeth, daughter of John Davies, of 
Droitwich, who had two sons John and Thomas, (whose pro- 
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geny, if any, is not given) and ' 'Alice, sisler and heir married 
Henry Hodges, of Droitwich." 

Here the Gower pedigree ends, and it appears that the male 
line ceased at this point. 

The following additional references to the name Gower are in 
the Visitation : 

P. 10. (Pedigree of Baugh of Twing, Co. Glouc.) Richard 
Baugh, m. Anne dau. of John Gower, of Woodhall in Kempsey, 
Co. Wore, (no date.) Thos. Baugh m. Dorothy dau. of John 
Gower of Worcestershire. This pedigree also states that another 
Thos. Baugh was "absent in Virginia, 1634." 

Page 60 — (Pedigree of Hodges of Droitwich) "Henry Hodges 
of Droitwich, aet. 37, 1683, and hath as yet no issue, "married 
Alice, daughter of John and sister and heir of Thomas Gower, 
of Droitwich." 

Page 61 — (Pedigree of Hornyold, of Blackmore Park) Thos. 
Hornyold of Blackmore Park, son and heir, now living, aet. 55, 
1683, married (1st) Margaret, daughter of Robert Gower, of 
Colemarsh, Co. Wore. 

P. 115, in a list of "Disclaimers," appears the name of Rich- 
ard Gower, of Hagley, Worcestershire. 



Nelson of the Valley of Virginia, &c. 

Now as to a little history of my branch of the Nelson family. 
We do not claim to be descendants of Scotch Tom Nelson, the 
ancestor of Tom Nelson, who signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, of which family I believe Thomas Nelson Page 
belongs. My great grandfather was John Nelson, born in 
London, England, 1751. He and his brother, William Nelson, 
were orphans, and came to America when they were about 
eighteen and twenty years old. John Nelson married Jane 
Robinson in Rockbridge county, Va., about the year 1778. 
Some of their children were Matthew Nelson, David Nelson, 
John Robinson Nelson, Margaret (called Peggy) who married 
Andrew Jones, (this family is extinct), Sallie Nelson, married Mr. 
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Hudnell (also extinct), Rachel Nelson, married a Mr. White. 
Their descendants live in Virginia and North Carolina. I have 
only recently found their address. 

Matthew and John R. Nelson have numerous descendants in 
this county (Knox). David Nelson married Phoebe White, a 
daughter of Benjamin and Martha Jobe White, Seven children 
were born to this marriage : Judge Carrick W. Nelson, whose 
children live in Texas; Thomas A. R. Nelson, who was one of 
President Andrew Johnson's attorneys in the impeachment trial, 
was my father. John Nelson married a second time, and had 
Richard Nelson, whose descendants live in Mississippi and some 
in Illinois. There were other children by this marriage, but I 
have never been able to locate them. John Nelson was in Capt. 
Posey's company and Col. Daniel Morgan's regiment in the 
Revolution. He died in Overton county, Tenn., June, 1838, 
age eighty-seven years. As to his brother William I have never 
been able to locate his descendants. 

I have written for the Knoxville Sentinel about the following 
families, of which all except one trace their Revolutionary ances- 
tors to Virginia. The first article was the Tennessee descendants 
of Col. Joseph Williams, of North Carolina. 2nd. Capt. Robert 
Sevier, brother to Governor John, (he was a Virginian) ; Mar- 
garet Christian, who married Capt. Andrew Russell, of Virginia; 
Col. John Tipton, Frederick county, Va.; Andrew Taylor, Sen- 
ator R. L. Taylor's ancestor; Rev. Joseph Rhea, of Maryland, 
born in Scotland, (his descendants are numerous in Virginia and 
Tennessee); David Deaderick, Frederick county, Va. 

I have in a partial state of completeness a sketch of Robert 
Hamilton's descendants. Tradition gives him a resident of Rock- 
bridge county. The first census of Virginia puts him down as a 
resident of Prince Edward county. 

I have the pension application of Samuel Johnston, of Wash- 
ington county, Va., written by my father in 1832 or 1833, but I 
have never been able to locate Mr. Johnston's descendants. 

Selden Nelson, Knoxville, Tenn. 



